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is the outlet for the lower basin of the Mekong although
like most delta ports it is not actually situated on the mam
stream and Pnom Penh is the chief town of Cambodia
both are important trading stations for the French territory
m the east Another lowland area occurs at the head of
the Gulf of Tonking of which Haiphong is the chief port
and Hanoi the commercial capital and the centre for French
rule in Indo China As in Malaya and right through the
islands the commerce and much of the plantation country
are in the hands of Chinese

In 1939 the name Siam \\as formally changed to Thailand
by proclamation The people of Thailand have always been
known as Thai or The Free People and they preferred
to call their country Muang Thai the country of the Free
People rather than Siam

CHAPTER XXV
CHINA
1    The Great Problem of Agricultural China %n an
Industrial World
CHINA is the great riddle of the Pacific and perhaps
the greatest problem of the modern world China is
immensely old judged by the raw youth of the Great
Powers intensely conservative measured by the vast
changes that have swept the Occident since 1800 and still
for the great masses of the people inward looking and
doronated by inherited custom and persistent insecurity
Always concerned with the battle for bread the Chinese
suffer patiently under aggression and war and the other
nations almost despair of fitting the Chinese into the modern
industrial economy Four hundred and fifty millions of